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negotiations on BtrUa and Ger- 
many. Ha rt Iterated that the 
date vas not important, hut 
warned that the Soviet Govern- 
ment could not wait forever. 

According to Western press 
reports, Khrushchev on 3 Novem- 
ber told Pisanelli that the. 
Soviet Union wanted a •’proper 
settlement** of the Berlin dis- 
pute and therefore did not in- 
tend to act hastily. Khrushchev 
was said to have made the remark 
in explaining bis statement to 
the congress that the USSR would 
not hold to its year-end dead- 
line for a German peace treaty 
if the Western powers displayed 
readiness to negotiate. Khru- 
shchev reportedly agreed with 
the Italian minister's assertion 
that **we must have negotiations 
and negotiations mean not only 
to receive concessions but to 
make concessions/' Pisanelli 
said that Khrushchev expressed 
the view that negotiations were 
necessary and the only way out 
of what he described as the 
present "difficult international 
situation." There is no Soviet 
version of the conversation. 

Speaking at the Fast Berlin 
airport on his 3 November return 
from Moscow, East German party 
chief Ulbricht put primary em- 
phasis on a Berlin solution 
separate from a German peace 
treaty and endorsed further 
Sovlet-US talks or four-power 
negotiations, without mention- 
ing East or West German partici- 
pation. He also supporttd a 
"phased reduction" of troops 
in Berlin and a settlement of 
access either through an agree- 
ment between the "interested 
parties" and Eaat Germany or 
between "an Independent and 
neutral" city of West Berlin 
and the Fast German regime. 

While Ulbricht reaffirmed that 
a peace treaty was necessary, 
hs did not prsssnt this with a 
sanss of urgency. 

Pravda published an account 
of Ulbricht' s speech, emphasis- 
ing his endorsement of US-Soviet 
discussions on Berlin, but omit- 
ting his statements relating a 


peace treaty to resolution of 
tho Test Berlin problem. 

The separation of a Berlin 
solution from ths standard Ger- 
man peacs treaty context was 
also rsflected in ths final rtso- 
lutlon of the Soviet party con- 
gress, which dropped the usual 
language calling for a Berlin 
solution on ths basis of a peace 
treaty and merely referred to 
the 5ovlet proposal to normalize 
tbs situation of Test Berlin. 
According to the US Embassy in 
Rome, the pro-Communlst newspaper 
Paess , in a 2 November article 
commenting on the conclusion 
of ths congress, played up the 
omission of the idea of "solving 
the Berlin problem on the basis 
of a German peace treaty" and 
described it in a sub-headline 
as "an important concession to 
the Test." The Italian Commu- 
nists have frequently used Paese 
to float trial balloons for 
Soviet policy. 

A TaSS correspondent re- 
portedly told a Western diplo- 
matic observer on 1 November 
that now that the congress hss 
been concluded, the USSR will 
come up with new policies both 
for the Internal affaire of East 
Germany and on Berlin. Accord- 
ing to the correspondent, the 
Test can expect the US3R to pro- 
pose new solutions to ths Berlin 
problem la the near future. 

During the last week the 
Soviets havs set ths stage for 
further encroachments against 
Allied travel with the objective 
of converting the East Bsrlla sec- 
tor border to an international 
frontier. On 3 and 4 November, 
the Fast German police refused to 
accept from members of ths Danish 
and Norwsglan 'military missions 
la w#»t Berlin accreditation 
documents lssusd by ths Allied 
Control Commission. They have 
also refustd to accept ss suf- 
ficient the identification cards 
lssusd by ths Alllsd military 
mission for civilian personnel, 
and havs demanded passports in- 
stead. For several days ths 
East German police also harassed 
US army vehicles making routine 
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patrols la East Bar 11a. la 
addition, the USSR again pro- 
tested Allied flights ovar East 
Berlin, assarting that this was 
East Gorman territory* 

Arbaasador Thompson feels, 
on the basis of his conversa- 
tions with Gromyko and Deputy 
Foreign Minister Kuznetsov, that 
eventually the East Germans will 
demand identification from mili- 
tary personnel. In this connec- 
tion there are some Indications 
that the checkpoint for Allied 
personnel will be shifted from 
Frledrlchatrasse to an entrance 
point in the British sector. 

The USSR has indicated it will 
accept Test Berlin police con- 
trols over Soviet military per- 
sonnel entering West Berlin. 

Finnish -Soviet Relation* 

The Finnish Government, In 
response to the Soviet note of 
30 October proposing talks on 
defense measures, has announced 
that Foreign Minister Karjalalnen, 
accompanied by three officials 
of the Foreign Ministry, will 
meet with Soviet Foreign Minister 
Gromyko on 11 November in Moscow 
for "exploratory" talks on the 
Soviet note. According to a 
Finnish Foreign Ministry spokes- J 
man, the meeting la not to bo 
regarded as "consultation" 
under the terms of the 1948 
treaty of friendship and mutual 
assistance. Karjalalnen has not 
been authorised to negotiate 
but only to seek clarification. 

The Finns apparently are 
trying to determine exactly what 
the USSR has in mind befors open- 
ing formal talks. Tbe Finns want 
to avoid any Implication that 
they accept the Soviet contention 
that there is any threat posed 
by West Germany and its allies 
to the security of Finland or to 
the USSR via Finnish territory. 

President Ktkkonea, follow- 
ing him return from the United 
States on 3 November, sought in 
a radio and television broadcast 


to reassure the Finnish public 
that the nation's Independence 
and neutrality are not threat- 
ened by the Soviet move. He dis- 
counted the idea of an attack on 
the USSR through Finland, al- 
though he conceded that the out- 
break of a general war could 
lead to violations of Finnish 
land, sea or air snacej^ 


Official public reaction In 
andlnavla bas been restrained^ 


The periodic meeting of the Nor- 
dic prime ministers ‘in Finland on 
1J and 13 November will provide 
these officials with an oppor- 
tunity for a first-hand exchange 
of views. 

Soviet propaganda following 
up the note seems designed to 
play down any suggestion of a 
crisis in Sovlet-Flnnlsh re- 
lations* The first Indication 
to Soviet readers of any re- 
action appeared In a 3 November 
Iavestla article which carried 
an account of Kekkonen'e state- 
ment in Los Angeles that the 
Soviet proposal for consulta- 
tions is a legitimate request 
based on tbe Sovlet-Flnnlsh * 
treaty. Pravda on the following 
day noted KeSXo sen's return to 
Finland and reported a me*t- 4 
lag of the Sovlet-Flnnlsh So-*, 
clety in Helsinki at which the 
Soviet ambassador delivered s 
message of greetings from Khru- 
shchev. Moscow also publicised * 
a lengthy summary of Kekkonen's 
5 November speech. Soviet broad- 
casts have commented extensively 
on the situation but with primary 
emphasis on the threat of German 
4 ■ tlmmacm aiiBJflgthern Europe. 
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